Dear Student Body Association Presidents, 

In Spring 2020, the SSCCC Delegates passed Resolution 03.05 – Supremacy Clauses. A Supremacy Clause is defined as a clause usually found within a student government bylaws and/or constitution that overtakes any and all authority given to the student representatives at the whim of the college administration. This Resolution called for the Student Senate for California Community Colleges to advocate for the abolishment of supremacy clauses in the governing documents of student body associations within the California Community College system. 

The purpose of this letter is to ask you to look for a Supremacy Clause in your SBA’s governing documents, and if found, abolish the clause. 

Why the Supremacy Clause should be abolished:
· In the case of Ohlone College, the supremacy clause previously known as “Article 6” of the Associated Students of Ohlone College Constitution allowed the student government to be banned from campus, have their budget frozen, and their voice as the student representatives of Ohlone College silenced.
· After witnessing how supremacy clauses have been used to silence the student’s voice, other California Community Colleges who have supremacy clauses may be in danger of having their students silenced.
· Over 10% of California Community Colleges have supremacy clauses within their governing documents and supremacy clauses allow outside influence to corrupt and influence the student’s voice; these clauses also discourage students from pursuing leadership position by their very nature [1].
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