Dear President [NAME] and V.P. of Student Services [NAME],

The Student Senate for California Community Colleges (SSCCC) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit student organization recognized by the Board of Governors of the California Community Colleges. The mission of the SSCCC is to pursue policies that will improve student access, promote student success, engage and empower local student leaders, and enrich the collegiate experience for all California community college students. The embodiment of the Student Senate for California Community Colleges is the Delegate Assembly, which consists of one delegate from each of the 116  local student body associations recognized pursuant to California Education Code §76060. 

In Spring 2021, the SSCCC delegates passed Resolution 01.02 Affordable Low Income Housing. This resolution called for the Student Senate for California Community Colleges to partner with local organizations to provide affordable on/off campus housing options to low income students. 

The purpose of this letter is to advocate for students with low incomes to be able to afford housing on/off campus. 

Why our students should have affordable housing:
· According to California Community Colleges #RealCollege Survey, “60% of respondents were housing insecure” [1] prior to the pandemic, which has only been exacerbated according to the California Community Colleges COVID-19 Student Impact Survey with 53% of students reporting income decreases [2]  making it more difficult to afford housing
· Only 6% of students who experience homelessness receive housing assistance  according to a study conducted by Cerritos College [3]
· In a report by the Research and Planning Group “Students Speak Their Truth about Transfer: What They Need to Get Through the Gate”, the inability to afford stable housing and other living costs slows the time to transfer due to needing to work additional hours and taking fewer units [4]
· According to the California Community Colleges Chancellor’s Office, “Studies show that students who live on campus not only have a higher GPA, but they are more likely to graduate.” [5], which increases student success rates and closes equity gaps 

Thank you and we look forward to hearing back from you.
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