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After reviewing the job description for this position, I believe my experience in
student leadership, statewide advocacy, and regional coordination has prepared
me well to serve in this role. I currently serve as the Student Body President at
Merritt College and as the Regional Affairs Director for Region III for the Student
Senate for California Community Colleges. Through these roles, I have worked
closely with student leaders across multiple colleges, helped coordinate regional
meetings, and represented student voices at both the local and state level. I am
running for this position because I want to continue strengthening student
representation and ensure that all community college students feel heard,
supported, and included in statewide decisions.

The statewide issues I am most concerned about are basic needs, affordable
housing, and equitable access to education. Many community college students
are balancing school, work, and family responsibilities while also facing housing
insecurity, food insecurity, and financial hardship. I recently had the opportunity
to travel to Washington, D.C. with SSCCC to advocate at the federal level for
increased funding for student basic needs, specifically affordable housing. That
experience reminded me that our work is not only for ourselves, but for the
millions of students who depend on community colleges for opportunity and
stability. I want to continue pushing for policies that support the whole student,
not just the classroom experience.

If elected, my first three priorities would be strengthening regional engagement,
increasing advocacy around basic needs, and improving communication between
SSCCC and local student governments. First, I want to make sure every region
feels connected and supported, not just during conferences but throughout the
entire year. Second, I want to continue expanding advocacy efforts around
housing, food security, and financial support, because students cannot succeed
academically if their basic needs are not met. Third, I want to improve
communication so that student leaders at every college understand what SSCCC
is doing and how they can be involved.

I am running for this position because I believe leadership means service. My goal
is to represent students with integrity, work hard for every 
region, and continue building a stronger, more united Student 
Senate for California Community Colleges.

Davina MalbroughDavina MalbroughDavina Malbrough



Good evening my fellow students my name is Diamond Martinez, I am running for this
position because I want to be apart of the change and help guide our students into a better
future for themselves and help build a stronger community together. The reason I am so
passionate about running and helping students like myself and all of you because I have had
a very difficult background and start coming from both parents who are drug addicts and
growing up in the rural area and living through it and rising above it breaking the chain with
all odds against me. I want to help other students reach this goal as well. Because nothing is
more important than having someone who can understand the other side of that coin and
experiencing it but also leading by example such as being on the president’s list at Grand
Canyon University and attending community college at the same time. Everyone told me I
was worthless and I wasn’t going to achieve anything but I am here to tell you I am still
standing and I am not worthless and you are not worthless either never let anyone tell you
otherwise. I currently serving as region ix treasurer. And I also work at Kaiser hospital and I
am a part of the leadership groups of UBT, orientation championships, and the influences
council. Against all odds I have the opportunity to be here and speak for those who do not
have a voice as a disability and veteran. I struggle with mental health and health problems
and learning disabilities and I am standing here before you wanting to change things such as
advocating for better access for programs in the rural area and access to health services and
financial aid and hell students create a better future for all and work together to create
resources that help students across the board. I want to help everyone with mental health
and educated students on how to help one another and help others get help because words
can make or break someone. And want to start a workshop on mental health and run them
on campus all over California community colleges. This issue matter to me because I came
from the rural area and I want nothing more than to guide other students to a bigger future
building each other is the only way we can make a community strong. Because I honestly
shouldn’t be alive and mental health is a issue that is constantly over looked and pushed to
the side. If I am elected the first three things I want to do is make us move into the future by
stop trying to be thinking about just regions and bring us together as all community college
students and help each other feel equal and welcome because at the end of the day we are
all community college students does not matter which region you are from we are all here to
be leaders and all deserve equal respect. Another issue I would like to address is advocating
for having more accommodations for disability students because they should be able to have
a voice as well and should have the access to the same opportunities and other students. I
also would like to run a workshop on proper professionalism and how to speak to one
another and role playing because passion can sometimes influence our emotions and forget
to how to speak to one another and having proper training to help students try to
understand other’s position and create a more understanding of communication. I have gain
a lot of knowledge on communication and neogatiation after completing the class at
University and want to help educate others on this topic especially those in student
leadership positions. I want to be the change and move SSCCC forward into 
the bigger picture together because I want everyone to succeed.

Diamond MartinezDiamond MartinezDiamond Martinez







Good day and God bless you all. My name is Leo V Smith Jr., Political Science major and
Commissioner thereof Academics at Santa Barbara City College, Region VI. The office that I’m
instructed and grateful to take hold of is the President of the Student Senate of the California
Community Colleges. 

 Being a man of color that is blessed to have overcome many obstacles and challenges in
 my life, my ability to lead these cohorts are significant. I am grateful to come thereof upright and
honorable parentage, however have been able to overcome virtually all the issues that many 
students have gone through. To walk today, an excellent student, having overcome various abuse,
unbiased situations, and self esteem difficulties, My greatest success is caring about peoples, all
people. My heart to lovingly heal, sincerely help, and ethically love all backgrounds of individuals
alongside my ability to see people succeed and prosper is truly a gift to us all from Heaven above. 

 I am heavily, and successfully, involved with the SBCC offices thereof Student Affairs and Student
Life, active and quite instrumental in the forwarding and implementation thereof the 2030 Vision
and the ‘’25-‘28 Student Equity Plan. Being a successful sole custody Dad, I have been a first-hand
utilizer and champion thereof the TBN (Uwill) Tutoring, Promise, also Financial Aid, Housing
Services, Food Services, and have risen above to excel in school, business, and in life. 

 I looks towards expounding more upon and adhering to these initiatives…. Educational

Equity: 

Connection and Genuine Representation: 

Professional Development: Transparency and Accountability: 

Organizational Ethics: 

Am grateful to sit at the head of the table of the Student Equity Achievement Committee, am on the
Curriculum Advisory Committee, and am glad to sit on the Academic Senate. Being the Curriculum
Advisory Committee, my experience/maturity a likable/youthful nature has allowed me to have a
considerable influence in the totality of the Faculty, Administration, and most assuredly the
students. I am a leader at all things, and love the people who am blessed to work alongside. 

 Of the many initiatives that I’m planning to encourage the implementation of the most pressing to
me for advancement this coming timeframe are the equitable advancements of all demographics
throughout all California Community Colleges, the advancement of the ChildCare support and
programs that encourage additional safe and honorable opportunity to students with families, and
the additions of hosing, and healthcare service to become as well used and the pantry services that
are in tow. Education that provides healthy Food, Housng, and Healthcare are always of the
endeavors.

the bigger picture together because I want everyone to succeed.

Leo SmithLeo SmithLeo Smith
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After reviewing the job description for the Vice President of SSCCC, I believe my experience in student
leadership, governance, and community engagement has prepared me well for this role. I currently
serve as the Vice President of Government Relations at Chabot College, the Vice President of Internal
Affairs for Region 3, the Vice President of Finance, and the ICC Parliamentarian. I am also actively
involved in shared governance at my college, where I participate in decision-making processes that
directly impact students.

Beyond student government, I balance multiple responsibilities including working as a CNA tutor and
serving as a super volunteer in my city, where I support local programs and community initiatives.
These experiences have strengthened my leadership, organization, communication, and ability to
manage multiple responsibilities effectively.
In addition, I am a member of Friends of the Hayward Library, where I help research and identify
local funding opportunities to support community programs. I am also continuing to develop my
skills in grant writing and writing funding request letters to strengthen my ability to secure
resources for student and community success.

I am running for this position because I am deeply committed to student advocacy at the statewide
level. I want to ensure that student voices are not only heard but actively included in decision-
making processes that shape education policy, funding, and student success.

Statewide Issues of Interest and Concern
The statewide issues I am most concerned about include the rising cost of education, inequitable
access to resources, and limited student representation in decision-making spaces. Many students
are balancing school, work, and personal responsibilities, and without strong support systems, it
becomes increasingly difficult to succeed.

These issues matter to me because I have seen how students especially those from
underrepresented communities are often left out of conversations that directly impact their
education. I believe statewide leadership must prioritize equity, access, and meaningful student
inclusion in all levels of decision-making.

First Three Priorities if Elected
If elected, my first priority would be to strengthen student voice and representation across all SSCCC
decision-making structures to ensure students are actively shaping policies that affect them.

My second priority would be to improve communication between SSCCC and students statewide,
making information more transparent, accessible, and engaging so students feel informed and
included.

My third priority would be to expand leadership development opportunities for students, including
training, mentorship, and skill building programs that prepare students to effectively serve in
governance roles.

Phylis EssandohPhylis Essandoh  Phylis Essandoh 
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Lorenzo Jackson
Diablo Valley College
Candidate for VPRA 

Student Voice. Action.
Representation. 

Statewide Issues I Care About:
The statewide issues I care most about are college affordability, basic needs, mental health, and access to opportunity.
Many students are working hard to stay enrolled while navigating financial pressure, housing and food insecurity, burnout,
and uncertainty about their future. Students should not have to struggle alone while trying to pursue an education. I am
especially committed to making sure students from all regions and campuses feel seen, included, and represented in
statewide advocacy. Strong representation means understanding both the everyday realities students face and the larger
policies that shape their success. 

Why I Am Running/ Qualifications:
I am running for SSCCC VPRA because California community college students deserve leadership that is visible, responsive,
and rooted in real student experience. At Diablo Valley College, I have had the opportunity to serve in student leadership,
engage in advocacy, and contribute to conversations centered on student success and institutional improvement. Those
experiences have strengthened my ability to listen, communicate clearly, and represent students with seriousness and
purpose. I am seeking this position because I believe student leadership should not just be symbolic. It should be active,
trustworthy, and committed to delivering results for students across the state. 

My First Three Priorities:
If elected, my first three priorities would be strengthening student voice, advancing basic needs advocacy, and expanding
student opportunity. First, I would work to improve communication and connection between SSCCC and students so
statewide leadership feels more accessible and relevant. Second, I would advocate for stronger support around basic needs
and student wellness because students cannot thrive if their most essential needs are unmet. Third, I would push for greater
access to leadership development, civic engagement, and pathways that help students grow beyond the classroom. My
goal is to lead with focus, integrity, and a clear commitment to representing students across California with strength and
purpose. 







Good day and God bless you all. My name is Leo V Smith Jr., Political Science major and
Commissioner thereof Academics at Santa Barbara City College, Region VI. The office that I’m
instructed and grateful to take hold of is the President of the Student Senate of the California
Community Colleges. 

 Being a man of color that is blessed to have overcome many obstacles and challenges in
 my life, my ability to lead these cohorts are significant. I am grateful to come thereof upright and
honorable parentage, however have been able to overcome virtually all the issues that many 
students have gone through. To walk today, an excellent student, having overcome various abuse,
unbiased situations, and self esteem difficulties, My greatest success is caring about peoples, all
people. My heart to lovingly heal, sincerely help, and ethically love all backgrounds of individuals
alongside my ability to see people succeed and prosper is truly a gift to us all from Heaven above. 

 I am heavily, and successfully, involved with the SBCC offices thereof Student Affairs and Student
Life, active and quite instrumental in the forwarding and implementation thereof the 2030 Vision
and the ‘’25-‘28 Student Equity Plan. Being a successful sole custody Dad, I have been a first-hand
utilizer and champion thereof the TBN (Uwill) Tutoring, Promise, also Financial Aid, Housing
Services, Food Services, and have risen above to excel in school, business, and in life. 

 I looks towards expounding more upon and adhering to these initiatives…. Educational

Equity: 

Connection and Genuine Representation: 

Professional Development: Transparency and Accountability: 

Organizational Ethics: 

Am grateful to sit at the head of the table of the Student Equity Achievement Committee, am on the
Curriculum Advisory Committee, and am glad to sit on the Academic Senate. Being the Curriculum
Advisory Committee, my experience/maturity a likable/youthful nature has allowed me to have a
considerable influence in the totality of the Faculty, Administration, and most assuredly the
students. I am a leader at all things, and love the people who am blessed to work alongside. 

 Of the many initiatives that I’m planning to encourage the implementation of the most pressing to
me for advancement this coming timeframe are the equitable advancements of all demographics
throughout all California Community Colleges, the advancement of the ChildCare support and
programs that encourage additional safe and honorable opportunity to students with families, and
the additions of hosing, and healthcare service to become as well used and the pantry services that
are in tow. Education that provides healthy Food, Housng, and Healthcare are always of the
endeavors.

the bigger picture together because I want everyone to succeed.

Leo SmithLeo SmithLeo Smith



NAMENAMENAME COLLEGECOLLEGECOLLEGE
1.Frankie Asch
2.Ray Corona
3.Carlo Flores-Olson
4.Olivia Garcia-Godos Martinez
5.Alyssa Lua

CANDIDATESCANDIDATESCANDIDATES
Vice President

of Legislative Affairs

Diablo Valley College
Merritt College

Rio Hondo College
Sacramento City
Madera Collegee





 My name is Ray Corona, and I'm running for SSCCC Legislative Affairs. I am passionate about
making student voices heard in shaping policies that affect our campuses and communities.
My lived experience as a formerly unhoused youth, now housed, my journey as a returning
college student, and being a first-generation college student give me firsthand insight into the
challenges students face and the importance of student-centered legislation.  

 I currently serve in participatory governance on the ASMC Board at Merritt College and as Co-
Chair of Standards Compliance and Funding for the Alameda County Continuum of Care,
where I help lead county-level legislative priorities, ensuring committee standards are met, in
compliance, and funding is used properly to affect change in state and federal bills that impact
the East Bay. I also served on the Youth Advisory Board in Alameda County, where I learned to
engage with decision-makers, communicate effectively with leaders, and advocate for
community needs, including addressing homelessness and housing insecurity.  

 If elected, I will focus on policies to keep armed police off our campuses, creating safe,
inclusive learning environments that students ask for, while increasing mental health and
supportive programs addressing statewide issues such as homelessness, student housing,
and food insecurity. This approach turns student experiences and voices into actionable
legislation.  

With my experience, dedication, and commitment to voices creating change as a VP in
participatory governance, I am ready to represent students in legislative matters.  

My Vision: 
 Advance statewide student-centered legislation that removes armed police from campuses
and replaces them with holistic, community-based safety solutions (mental health services,
crisis response teams, and basic needs support).  

My Action Steps:  
● Build a coalition of student leaders across California community colleges to unify advocacy
efforts and push for policy change in keeping peace on campus. ● Partner with legislators,
advocacy organizations, and community groups to draft and support bills supporting our
wants and needs 
● Advocate for increased state funding toward non-policing safety resources on campuses 
● Host student listening sessions to center lived experiences, especially housing insecurity
and marginalized communities 
● Translate student input into clear legislative priorities and policy proposals through SSCCC

 

 

Ray CoronaRay CoronaRay Corona
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Qualifications 
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03
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CARLO FLORES-
OLSON 

Vote Carlo Flores-Olson

for VPLA @ GA 

Statewide Issues Of Interest

Hello, my name is Carlo Flores-Olson, and I
am running for VPLA. I am a 2nd-Year
community college student at Rio Hondo
Colege. In my first year, I served as my local
college student government’s Senator of
Legislative Affairs and as last year’s Rio
Hondo College Delegate. In this position, I
increased student engagement and
represented my college on the statewide
level. I made sure to also never miss a voting
opportunity for my college as a delegate.
This year, I served as the Legislative Affairs
Director for Region VIII, representing all of
OC and some parts of LA County in
advocacy. Throughout this term, I have made
sure to involve my Regional Legislative
Committee with the legislative process,
always been an open resource to any
student, always been willing to help with
everyone’s advocacy activities, and have
consistently given students opportunities to
advocate. I have also served as the Student
Trustee for Rio Hondo College, and in this
role, I made sure to advocate for key student
infrastructure improvements and fixed the
transit problem on campus.

Once elected to VPLA, my main priorities would
be to sponsor legislation to expand
baccalaureate pathways in the CCC system,
revise and improve the LAD training and
timeline, meanwhile hitting the ground running
in continuing advocacy the second my term
starts with phone banking advocacy, and make
sure next legislative session in 2027 we have a
stance on every student-related higher
education bill. 

Some statewide issues I want to advocate for
as VPLA is protecting and supporting our
undocumented students, expanding CCC
baccalaureate pathways, expanding and
protecting student basic needs on campuses,
and removing any barrier to the opportunity the
CCC system provides everyone.

Priorities
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After reviewing the job description for the Vice President of Finance, I believe my
experience in student leadership, advocacy, and organization has prepared me well for
this role. I am actively involved in programs such as the Umoja Program and have
worked with advocacy organizations like the NAACP, where I support student
engagement and community eofocused initiatives. Through these experiences, I have
developed strong communication, leadership, and teamwork skills.

I am highly organized, detail-oriented, and committed to accountability skills that are
essential for overseeing budgets, reviewing financial procedures, and ensuring
transparency. My ability to collaborate with others and manage responsibilities
effectively will allow me to work closely with the Executive Director and Finance
Committee to maintain accurate and efficient financial systems.

I am running for this position because I am passionate about ensuring that financial
decisions directly support students. I want to make sure that funding is used
responsibly, transparently, and in ways that create real opportunities for all students,
especially those from underrepresented communities.

Statewide Issues of Interest and Concern
The statewide issues I am most concerned about are the rising cost of higher education,
inequitable access to resources, and limited funding for essential student support
services. Many students across California struggle with basic needs such as housing,
food, and access to academic resources, which directly impacts their ability to succeed.
These issues are important to me because I have seen how financial barriers can prevent
students from reaching their full potential. As a student leader, I believe it is critical to
advocate for equitable funding and ensure that all students regardless of background
have access to the support they need to thrive.

First Three Priorities if Elected
If elected, my first priority would be to improve transparency in SSCCC’s financial
processes so students can clearly understand how funds are allocated and used.
Transparency builds trust and ensures accountability.

My second priority would be to advocate for increased funding toward programs that
directly support student success, including basic needs services, mental health
resources, and academic support programs. These are essential to student well being
and achievement.

Phylis EssandohPhylis Essandoh  Phylis Essandoh 



Hello students of the California Community College system. 

 My name is Kevin Hill, I am here before you today seeking to be elected to the position of Vice
President of Finance. I am currently serving as the Chair of the Caucus Committee and the
Regional Affairs Director for Region II. This position is one which is of great importance. You
see this position is one that ingrained in the very fiber go what makes SSCCC what it is.
Students pay into this system at a time where you are having to chose between eating and
getting to work in the morning. As VP of Finance, it will of paramount importance to me to
ensure that every dollar we spend is spent to improve the quality of the student experience on
our campuses. Additionally, as a Vice President my main role will be to support all of my
treasurers and the regions to ensure they have the resources they need to succeed. 

 When it comes to statewide issues, my message remains clear and consistent from when I ran
for Regional Affairs Director: Students cannot succeed if their needs are not met. We must use
the resources at our disposal to bridge this gap for all of our students. I would also like to
focus  
on housing insecurity and addressing financial policy within the SSCCC to see where we can
provide assistance for those in need. I think it is important to have ambitious, yet realistic
goals as those are the ones that are tangible and actionable. 

 For my priorities, I want to focus on education, specifically around the SRF and the ways in
which the funds can be applied. Next, I would like to increase our connection with our basic
need centers so we can find a pathway to funding our students directly from the money the  
 students pay in, as they should benefit from the system they pay so much into. Finally, I want
to unveil the mysterious nature of the SSCCC finances, as while transparency is great, access
to the information and knowing how to decipher it is just as important. I will work tirelessly to
make sure that we are providing the students with the experience they deserve. 

 For all that have made it this far, I greatly appreciate your time reading this. With our financial
future so uncertain, it is important that the SSCCC has an established leader with a proven
track records, to guide the organization through these perilous times. Thank you all, and I
hope to serve you all well as your Vice President of Finance for the Student Senate of
California Community Colleges 

In community, 
Kevin Hill 
Caption

 

 

Kevin HillKevin HillKevin Hill



Good evening my fellow students my name is Diamond Martinez, I am running for this
position because I want to be apart of the change and help guide our students into a better
future for themselves and help build a stronger community together. The reason I am so
passionate about running and helping students like myself and all of you because I have had
a very difficult background and start coming from both parents who are drug addicts and
growing up in the rural area and living through it and rising above it breaking the chain with
all odds against me. I want to help other students reach this goal as well. Because nothing is
more important than having someone who can understand the other side of that coin and
experiencing it but also leading by example such as being on the president’s list at Grand
Canyon University and attending community college at the same time. Everyone told me I
was worthless and I wasn’t going to achieve anything but I am here to tell you I am still
standing and I am not worthless and you are not worthless either never let anyone tell you
otherwise. I currently serving as region ix treasurer. And I also work at Kaiser hospital and I
am a part of the leadership groups of UBT, orientation championships, and the influences
council. Against all odds I have the opportunity to be here and speak for those who do not
have a voice as a disability and veteran. I struggle with mental health and health problems
and learning disabilities and I am standing here before you wanting to change things such as
advocating for better access for programs in the rural area and access to health services and
financial aid and hell students create a better future for all and work together to create
resources that help students across the board. I want to help everyone with mental health
and educated students on how to help one another and help others get help because words
can make or break someone. And want to start a workshop on mental health and run them
on campus all over California community colleges. This issue matter to me because I came
from the rural area and I want nothing more than to guide other students to a bigger future
building each other is the only way we can make a community strong. Because I honestly
shouldn’t be alive and mental health is a issue that is constantly over looked and pushed to
the side. If I am elected the first three things I want to do is make us move into the future by
stop trying to be thinking about just regions and bring us together as all community college
students and help each other feel equal and welcome because at the end of the day we are
all community college students does not matter which region you are from we are all here to
be leaders and all deserve equal respect. Another issue I would like to address is advocating
for having more accommodations for disability students because they should be able to have
a voice as well and should have the access to the same opportunities and other students. I
also would like to run a workshop on proper professionalism and how to speak to one
another and role playing because passion can sometimes influence our emotions and forget
to how to speak to one another and having proper training to help students try to
understand other’s position and create a more understanding of communication. I have gain
a lot of knowledge on communication and neogatiation after completing the class at
University and want to help educate others on this topic especially those in student
leadership positions. I want to be the change and move SSCCC forward into 
the bigger picture together because I want everyone to succeed.

Diamond MartinezDiamond MartinezDiamond Martinez









 Hello my name is Misael Triplett I am from Fort Bragg CA. I am an adopted person in a broken
family and after returning to college post covid in 2023 I worked back my convenience and
drive to serve the community. I was nominated by a teacher to get into student government
and to this day I drive to live up to that advocacy and belief he gave me. I have served as the
Region 1 Treasurer. I was elected in the special election with a job I learned on the fly. As time
went on I adapted and started to push things that I felt could help my fellow students and
delegates with explanations and communication. I have been a relied upon member of my
student counsel even when they barely saw me. Using zoom of distance has helped me grow
to understand the worth of our work and mission and seeing it trickle down to our students we
represent filled me with hope. Food supplies for our food pantries and supporting our
students' life department with events. College is expensive 115 colleges around California
have put their foot forward to do zero cost textbooks with 87 others on an accelerated track to
help. 70% of teachers have adopted open source textbooks to help students learn on a budget.
This is an amazing push for our students and if I find a way to support this I will! 
 The skills that have helped me are working on a budget and keeping things organized and
transparent. I have made drives in learning and adapting in the world of finance. Keeping our
delegates and officers in the loop is very important. I will pursue it. I may be a more quiet or
shy person but that doesn't mean my voice is quiet. That's why I am pursuing this position. To
learn, lead, and succeed. 

 The statewide financial literacy is a major problem. Where I am from in rural Fort Bragg many
learn on the fly and with credit or money a long time is very important to know what you're
getting yourself into. I want our students to be sure of themself. For our treasurers I want them
to be reassured that the tools and learning are open and easy to access. I want to work with
my fellow treasurers to give our students the tools they need to get these toolkits to our
constituents. 

 My first priority is to get the tools we have created disseminated in community college.
Getting our name out there will help them trust and recognize us as a tool for their success.
Boosting us into the public eye. 

 My second priority is to host financial literacy workshops across our regions whether it's
zoom or in person. Having an educated population is one that is ready for the next step in life.
My third priority is creating toolkits and templates for a smooth workflow and straightforward
transparency on the website and for toolkits a way to disseminate that down the chain to our
students.

 

 

Misael TriplettMisael TriplettMisael Triplett



Biography 
I moved to the United States on my own in pursuit of a better education, and that decision has come to define the way I approach
everything: with intention, self-reliance, and an unwillingness to wait for opportunity. Studying Business at Santa Monica College
has been the academic foundation of that journey, but my most formative education has unfolded through experience. From
leading an Investment Club’s financial operations and completing a consulting internship, to earning a financial literacy
certification, competing in multinational business case competitions, and managing an active blockchain project, I have built a
genuine and well-rounded fluency in financial leadership. What draws me to this role is not the position itself, but what it
represents: the opportunity to apply everything I have worked for in service of something far greater than myself. 

Student Activities and Special Skills 
The Vice President of Finance is not simply a financial administrator. It is a role that demands the ability to translate technical knowledge 
into institutional policy, build trust across a statewide organization, and ensure that every dollar entrusted to SSCCC is managed with 
both rigor and purpose. My consulting internship developed the capacity to evaluate complex organizational processes and deliver 
actionable, policy-level recommendations that will strengthen SSCCC’s fiscal framework alongside the Executive Director. Financial 
literacy certification through a private banking institution provided me with the technical depth and instructional credibility needed to train 
Board members and treasurers with authority. Leading multinational case competition teams under high-stakes conditions has prepared 
me to chair Finance Committee meetings with structure and confidence. As a current Project Manager in the blockchain space, I operate 
within the kind of decentralized, accountability-driven environment this role demands daily. Volunteer work in community funding and 
homeless outreach has reinforced a conviction that financial leadership carries a responsibility extending well beyond spreadsheets. It is 
ultimately about people, and the degree to which resources either reach them or fail to. 

Why I Am Running 
I am running because I understand, firsthand, what it means to navigate an unfamiliar system without adequate guidance or resources.
That experience instilled in me a profound respect for organizations that manage their responsibilities well and a deep frustration with
those that do not. Student government has the power to shape the academic experience of millions of Californians, but only if it is
financially led with clarity, accountability, and vision. I believe this moment calls for someone who is not simply qualified on paper, but
genuinely invested in what this organization can become. 

Statewide Issues 
Enrollment Decline and Its Consequences for Institutional Funding
California’s community colleges are funded through the Student Centered Funding Formula, meaning when students leave, revenue 
follows. The system recorded a decline of nearly 12% in FTES between fall 2019 and fall 2020, and as of fall 2024, approximately 74% 
of students remain enrolled part-time, constraining the apportionment figures that sustain institutional operations. SSCCC must advocate 
for funding protections that account for this reality rather than penalize colleges still rebuilding. 
The Cost of Living Crisis and Its Quiet Devastation of Student Retention 
When a student stops attending not because of academic failure but because survival has become incompatible with enrollment, that is 
a systemic failure with direct financial consequences. SSCCC must champion sustained investment in basic needs infrastructure as a 
financial imperative, because retention is revenue, and every student lost to economic hardship is a compounding institutional loss. 
Structural Underfunding of the Student Equity and Achievement (SEA) Program 
The SEA Program’s allocation formulas continue to fall short of reflecting the true cost of serving disproportionately impacted
populations across 116 colleges with vastly different student demographics and regional economies. SSCCC must take a far more
assertive posture in engaging the Chancellor’s Office and the Board of Governors to demand allocation models that are genuinely
needs-based, outcome-informed, and structurally transparent. 

Priorities 
Build a Cohesive and SupportedTreasurer Network
The strength of SSCCC’s financial management is distributed across every treasurer on every campus. I will build a network that
functions not as a formality but as a living, communicative community of financial leaders, cultivating the collective accountability that
elevates the entire organization. 
Expand and Strengthen SSCCC’s Fundraising Strategy 
SSCCC’s capacity to serve students should not be limited by state allocation alone. Through the Regional Finance and Fundraising
Committee, I will develop a proactive, diversified fundraising strategy that identifies new revenue opportunities, strengthens existing
partnerships, and builds the financial foundation necessary to sustain the programs our students depend on. 
Conduct a Strategic Financial Review to Optimize Resource Allocation 
Drawing from a consulting background, I will initiate a thorough review of how SSCCC’s resources 
are distributed across programs and regions, identifying where investment can be sharpened, 
where gaps exist, and where strategic reallocation can generate the greatest return for students statewide. 
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I grew up in a rural town named ukiah where I was raised with
my brother Jasper throughout my life I have always been the
middle man in managing things rather on the football field or
at home I value our fellow Californians and I want us to come
as a state and truly unite as one no matter our sex,age,gender
or beliefs. 

My experience with reaching out to other remote campuses of
Mendocino college,and reaching out to fellow students that
needed help and assistance.I am running for this position
because I believe that as Californians we need to come
together as students and people especially during these hard
and unpredictable times. 

I am most interested in our statewide issues of homelessness
and our lack of access to education. 

My first priority if I was elected was to get into contact with all
of the presidents of the student councils of community
college. California and ask for their and their boards contact
information so I could connect with all of them. My second
priority would get in contact with all colleges to get more
access to basic training as an adult and student. My third
priority would be to talk to on ground students to see what
they need and if they have proper access to their student
council.

Spencer CauckwellSpencer CauckwellSpencer Cauckwell









 My name is Sunshine Marr, I am the Senator of Commissioner of Equity and Diversity at Barstow
Community College. I am currently running for the role of Vice President of Communications for
SSCCC. I’m in my second year being full time at BCC after being a dual enrollment student and
graduating at 16 years old. Fun fact, I was 16 when I was elected to my role in ASG and I am currently
still the youngest member in BCC’s ASG at just 17. This is going to be my last full year in community
college before I graduate in 2027 and transfer to a university. 

 Aside from my role in ASG, I am also the vice president of the True to You club, treasurer of the
LatinX Society, secretary of the Callboard Performing Arts Club, as well as a member of Shades of
Sisters, Black Student Union, and our Active Minds Club. My roles in these various clubs and e-boards
cause me to have to maintain communication not only within these groups and clubs, but also
initiating and maintaining said communication across the various clubs to help maximize resources
and student engagement. I am continuously starting initiatives for events, advocacy, and boosting
student engagements not only because it is expected of me in some cases, but because this is my
genuine passion. I love creating an environment where students feel welcome, safe, and listened to. I
have worked one on one with many students to help them achieve their goals and empower them to
be able to do actions on their own. One of my favorite examples is when an indigenous student
approached me about wanting to see more indigenous representation at BCC, specifically
surrounding Native American History Month. This student had pitched an idea for one event, but I
worked with them and others around the college to make a month-long series of events and I was
able to empower them to advocate for mandated visibility of Native American people through
events. Furthermore, I was able to dedicate a spot for students to not only get educated about
MMIW, but also contribute to the discussion by sharing their support or stories. However, this is not
an isolated event. I am constantly working with people of all backgrounds, groups, identities,
organizations, departments, etc. to organize and run events and initiatives. 

 I am extremely passionate about advocacy work, not only because I have many intersecting
identities, but because I am highly empathetic towards others and have supported and been
supported by people of all backgrounds. I am personally low-income, former foster youth, LGBTQIA+,
hispanic, formally housing and food insecure, female, and have struggled with mental health, being
diagnosed with anxiety, depression, and PTSD. I use my life experience to highlight those in
marginalized communities, and that’s my area of interest. I am a huge believer in equity over
equality and pledge to do all that’s in my power to help people in marginalized communities
including things such as being a single parent, people with disabilities, and veterans. I have recently
worked with another student to create a resolution that will hopefully bring more safety to our
marginalized communities, especially our LGBTQIA+ community that has recently been threatened. I
am constantly seeking out new viewpoints and opportunities to advocate for others. 

 I know I have what it takes to be the Vice President of Communications and rise above my station
and responsibilities. I’ve already been doing the work on a smaller scale with keeping up
communications, taking minutes, and organizing events, and I pledge to try my best to go above and
beyond if given the chance. Thank you for your consideration.

Sunshine MarrSunshine MarrSunshine Marr



 a. Qualifications & Why I Am Running 
 My qualification for this role is grounded in hands-on leadership and a deep commitment to
authentic communication. As Commissioner of Sustainability at Santa Barbara City College, I
lead collaborative initiatives with the UCSB Environmental Coalition, bringing diverse
campus communities together around shared goals. At 17, I founded my nonprofit, Saint
Sorella, to support survivors of domestic violence—work born from personal experience that
has since raised over $25,000. These roles have taught me that meaningful communication is
not just about broadcasting a message; it is about building trust, fostering relationships, and
ensuring every voice is heard. As a woman of color who has experienced firsthand what it
feels like to be unheard, I am driven to make sure SSCCC’s communications reflect the full
diversity of our student body. I am running for Vice President of Communications because I
believe connection is the foundation of effective advocacy, and I want to bring that belief to
the statewide level. 

b. Statewide Issues 
 I am most concerned about minority representation and student equity across California’s
community colleges. Too many students, particularly students of color, first-generation
students, and survivors of trauma, navigate higher education without seeing themselves
reflected in leadership or feeling that their concerns reach decision-makers. I am also deeply
invested in how we communicate about sustainability and campus wellness. These issues
are interconnected: when communication systems are inaccessible or impersonal,
underrepresented students are the first to be left behind. Closing these gaps requires not
just policy, but deliberate, human-centered outreach that meets students where they are. 

c. First Three Priorities 
 1. Strengthen Digital Presence & Accessibility. I will modernize SSCCC’s social media strategy
and website to ensure information is timely, visually engaging, and accessible to all students
—including those with disabilities or limited digital access. 

 2. Bridge Leadership and Students. I will create regular feedback channels so students
across all 116 colleges can share their concerns directly with the Board, transforming one-
way broadcasting into genuine two-way dialogue. 

 3. Center Equity in Every Communication. I will ensure our outreach strategies intentionally
reach marginalized communities, translating materials, partnering with equity-focused
campus organizations, and amplifying the stories of students who are too often overlooked.
This role is about trust; and I will make sure every student feels seen, heard, and
represented.

Jasmine MessinaJasmine Messina  Jasmine Messina 
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